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International Law of Cross Border 
Transplant Abuse



Chinese Laws

1) Rules Concerning the Dissection of Corpses, September 10, 1979, found as an appendix to the Human Rights 
Watch report "China: Organ Procurement and Judicial Execution in China" August 1994 Vol. 6, No. 9 found at this 
link:

https://www.hrw.org/reports/1994/china1/china_948.htm#_1_22

2) Temporary Rules Concerning the Utilization of Corpses or Organs from the Corpses of Executed Criminals, 
October 9, 1984, found at the same location

3) Interim Provisions on Clinical Application and Management of Human Organ Transplantation, March 27, 2006, 
at

https://www.cecc.gov/resources/legal-provisions/interim-provisions-on-clinical-application-and-management-of-
human-organ

https://www.hrw.org/reports/1994/china1/china_948.htm#_1_22
https://www.cecc.gov/resources/legal-provisions/interim-provisions-on-clinical-application-and-management-of-human-organ


Foreign Laws 

1) Israel organ transplant act, 2008
https://www.declarationofistanbul.org/resources/legislation/267-israel-transplant-
law-organ-transplant-act-2008

2) Spain Penal Code Amendment 2010 adding Article 156 bis related to organ 
trafficking and transplant tourism.
https://dafoh.org/spanish-penal-code-organ-trafficking/

3) Taiwan Human Organ Transplantation Act, 2015 at
https://law.moj.gov.tw/LawClass/LawAll.aspx?PCode=L0020024
https://endtransplantabuse.org/2015-taiwan-human-organ-transplantation-act-
amended-and-promulgated/

https://www.declarationofistanbul.org/resources/legislation/267-israel-transplant-law-organ-transplant-act-2008
https://dafoh.org/spanish-penal-code-organ-trafficking/
https://law.moj.gov.tw/LawClass/LawAll.aspx?PCode=L0020024
https://endtransplantabuse.org/2015-taiwan-human-organ-transplantation-act-amended-and-promulgated/


Foreign Laws Continued

4) Italy in 2016 adds 601bis to the Penal Code. The original is at

https://www.quotidianosanita.it/allegati/allegato4671710.pdf

5) Norway in 2017 changes its National Transplant Act.  An explanation 
of the change can be found at this link:

https://endtransplantabuse.org/changes-norwegian-legislation-organ-
trafficking/

https://www.quotidianosanita.it/allegati/allegato4671710.pdf
https://endtransplantabuse.org/changes-norwegian-legislation-organ-trafficking/


Foreign Bills

1 ) Belgian proposed legislation 2006 amending the Law on the Transplantation of Organs

https://www.senate.be/www/webdriver?MItabObj=pdf&MIcolObj=pdf&MInamObj=pdfid&MItypeObj=application
/pdf&MIvalObj=50335659

2) French proposed legislation 2010  inserting an article in the Public Health Code 

http://www2.assemblee-nationale.fr/documents/notice/13/propositions/pion2797/(index)/propositions-
loi/(archives)/index-proposition

3) Canadian proposed legislation 2018 on trafficking in human organs

http://www.parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/42-1/bill/S-240/third-reading

https://www.senate.be/www/webdriver?MItabObj=pdf&MIcolObj=pdf&MInamObj=pdfid&MItypeObj=application/pdf&MIvalObj=50335659
http://www2.assemblee-nationale.fr/documents/notice/13/propositions/pion2797/(index)/propositions-loi/(archives)/index-proposition
http://www.parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/42-1/bill/S-240/third-reading


International Legal Instruments

1) Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children, supplementing the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized 
Crime

https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/protocoltraffickinginpersons.aspx

List of ratifying, acceding and signatory states, with reservations and declarations

https://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=IND&mtdsg_no=XVIII-12-a&chapter=18&lang=en

2) Council of Europe Convention against Trafficking in Human Organs

https://www.coe.int/en/web/conventions/full-list/-/conventions/rms/09000016806dca3a

List of signatory and ratifying states
https://www.coe.int/en/web/conventions/full-list/-/conventions/treaty/216/signatures?p_auth=Ut2Qp4LX

Declarations and reservations

https://www.coe.int/en/web/conventions/full-list/-/conventions/treaty/216/declarations?p_auth=Ut2Qp4LX

https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/protocoltraffickinginpersons.aspx
https://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=IND&mtdsg_no=XVIII-12-a&chapter=18&lang=en
https://www.coe.int/en/web/conventions/full-list/-/conventions/rms/09000016806dca3a
https://www.coe.int/en/web/conventions/full-list/-/conventions/treaty/216/signatures?p_auth=Ut2Qp4LX
https://www.coe.int/en/web/conventions/full-list/-/conventions/treaty/216/declarations?p_auth=Ut2Qp4LX

